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More than 1,300 People Dead as Multiple Devastating Earthquakes
Strike Southern Turkiye and Northern Syria

A 7.8-magnitude quake struck east of Gaziantep, knocking down buildings and causing
hundreds of people to flee into the streets in the winter morning of 6 February. The
guake, which struck at 04:17 local time (01:17 GMT), lasted for more than a minute
causing unprecedented damage to homes and buildings. Then, after a series of
aftershocks, another powerful earthquake hit, measuring 7.5-magnitude at 1:24 p.m.
local time, further causing devastation to the already shattered cities. Search for
survivors is underway.

The US Geological Survey said the earthquake
was centered about 33km (20 miles) from
Gaziantep, a major city and provincial capital.
It was about 18km (11 miles) deep, and a
strong 6.7 aftershock rumbled about 10
minutes later.

Turkish Interior Minister Suleyman Soylu said
10 cities were affected: Gaziantep,
Kahramanmaras, Hatay, Osmaniye, Adiyaman,
Malatya, Sanliurfa, Adana, Diyarbakir and Kilis
although the quake and aftershocks were
felt in Syria, Lebanon, and Cyprus.

More than 1,300 people were killed and
hundreds more injured in Turkiye,
according to the country’s disaster
management agency AFAD. In neighboring
Syria, hundreds of people have died, Syrian
state-run news agency SANA reported,
citing a Health Ministry official.

Video shared on social media showed dozens of collapsed buildings, while frightened
residents huddled on the darkened streets amid the chaos. Rescue workers can be seen
conducting search-and-rescue operations by flashlight.

It is believed to be the strongest earthquake to hit Turkiye since 1939, when a quake of
the same magnitude killed 30,000 people, according to the US Geological Survey. Still
fresh in many people’s minds is the 7.6-magnitude 1999 Izmit earthquake, which
caused monumental damage and killed more than 18,000 people, making the
earthquakes of 6 February particularly traumatic for those who remember. Earthquakes
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of this magnitude are rare, with fewer than five occurring each year on average,
anywhere in the world. However, Turkiye has been the center for such quakes on
numerous occasions.

In Syria, deaths were reported in Aleppo, Hama and Latakia, SANA reports. Dozens of
people are trapped under rubble, according to the “White Helmets” group, officially
known as the Syria Civil Defense.

Strong aftershocks have been felt in southern and central Turkiye. About 10 minutes
after the main quake hit, the strongest aftershock of 6.7-magnitude hit about 32
kilometers (20 miles) northwest of the main quake’s epicenter. Another intense
aftershock with a magnitude of 5.6 then occurred 19 minutes after the main quake.
Around 1:24 p.m. the area was rocked by another tremor with a 7.5-magnitude, further
devastating the area.

The governor of Gaziantep, Davut Gul, said on Twitter, “The earthquake was felt
strongly in our city,” and advised the public to wait outside their homes and stay calm.
“Please let’s wait outside without panic. Let’s not use our cars. Let’s not crowd the
main roads. Let’s not keep the phones busy,” he said.

International Blue Crescent (IBC) has begun relief efforts working from offices in the cities of
Gaziantep (responding to Gaziantep and Kahramanmaras, the epicenter of the disaster), and
Hatay where severe damage has been reported. IBC offices in Kilis are serving Northern Syria
and IBC is providing relief and aid to Diyarbakir and Malatya from the Sanliurfa office.

Urgent Needs:

-Tens of thousands of tents

-Heaters for the tents

-Tens of thousands of blankets

-Thermal clothing

-Ready to Eat Food for at least to 5000 people
-Basic first aid kits
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IBC has mobilized its entire capacity in the region and an emergency response coordination
center has been established in Gaziantep to coordinate all regional operations.
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For urgent information and to help, you can reach:

Mr. Muzaffer Baca Alper Mavi

Vice President IBC Regional Programmes Coordinator in
+90 532 2344229 Gaziantep

mbaca@ibc.org.tr +90 538 5159806

Alper.mavi@ibc.org.tr
IBC will keep all partners and potential donors appraised of the current situation and will
issue appeals by Tuesday, 7 February 2023.

We ask our partners and international civil society members to help us in these tragic days
so that together we may overcome the suffering of our people.

To donate, please send contributions directly to the following accounts:

Bank Name and Code: ZIRAAT KATILIM BANKASI 209
Account Name: ULUSLARARASI MAVIi HILAL INSANi YARDIM VE KALKINMA VAKFI

For Donations in Turkish Lira: Account Number 573778-31
For Donations in USD: Account Number 573778-32
For Donations in Euro: Account Number 573778-33

OR

Donate to help earthquake victims via IBC at GlobalGiving at http://goto.gg/58539

WWW.IBC.ORG.TR




